Theme 11 Study Guide
Vocabulary (use pages 364, 378 and your vocabulary journal)
Define each of the words, write a synonym, and use the word in a sentence.

	Word
	Definition
	Synonym
	Sentence

	comical
	
	
	

	force
	
	
	

	gravity
	
	
	

	resist
	
	
	

	waver
	
	
	

	release
	
	
	

	brief
	
	
	

	calculate
	
	
	

	elevation
	
	
	

	accelerate
	
	
	


Word Study (use pages 371 and 383)

Week 1 focuses on abbreviations
· An abbreviation is a short way of writing a word. Most abbreviations contain letters from the original word and may end with a period.
· Some abbreviations use letters that are not in the original word.

· Complete the table below with common words and their abbreviations.

	word
	abbreviation

	years
	yrs.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Week 2 focuses on pronouns.
· A pronoun is a word that takes the place of one or more nouns.
· People use pronouns to avoid repeating nouns.
· Reread “An Out-of-this-World Vacation” and identify pronouns within the text. Then tell what they stand for in the text. 

	Word
	What it stands for

	his
	Dennis Tito

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Target Skill – Genre: Observation Log (use pages 368-369)

· Observation logs are a written record of a process or event. 
· They are often connected with science topics and include descriptions of: 1) the time and place of the observation; 2) the object or event being observed; 3) what takes place; and 4) any changes that occur.
· List some ideas for observation logs you could write.
	Observation Log Brainstorm List

	


Target Skill – Captions (identify how captions extend the text What Comes Down pg. 368-369)

· Captions provide information about pictures, diagrams, charts and other visuals. Sometimes they provide additional information for the text. 

· Describe how the captions extend the information from pieces in Theme 11. 
	Writing Selection
	Caption

	What Comes Down
	

	An Out-of-this-World Vacation 
	


Target Skill – Repetition of Language (Identify repetition of language in Walking in Space, pg. 380-381)
· Writers use repetition to draw attention to certain words and ideas, and is pleasant to the ears.
· Sounds, words, phrases, lines or ideas may be repeated.
· An important element of poetry and songs.
· Reread Walking in Space and identify repetition, and tell why the author used repetition.

	Example of repetition
	Why did the author use repetition?

	
	

	
	

	
	


Comprehension Strategy – Review Infer Author’s Purpose (review pages 330-331)

· Look for clues in the words and pictures to help you figure out, or infer, the author’s reason or reasons for writing. 
· Inferring the author’s purpose will help you understand what you read.
Comprehension Strategy – Ask Questions: Visuals (review page 366-267)

· Asking questions about the visuals will help you understand what you read.

· Think about how the visuals are related to the text and if they help explain or extend the information in the text. 

	Type of Visual
	“I Wonder” question about the visual
	What I learned from the visual

	pg. 369 picture
	I wonder if the hammer and feather hit the moon at the same time.
	They did hit at the same time and Galileo’s claim was right.


Writing Trait – Sentence Fluency
· Qualities of good sentence fluency include:
· Connecting words to make the writing flow
· Begin sentences in different ways
· Vary sentence length.

Grammar – Comparative and Superlative Adjectives

· Comparative adjectives compare two nouns and is formed by adding –er to the end of one syllable words, or the words more or less in front of multi-syllable words.
· Superlative adjectives compare three or more nouns and is formed by adding –est to the end of one syllable words, or the words most or least in front of multi-syllable words.

· Circle the adjective pairs in the sentences and tell whether they are comparative or superlative.
	Sentences
	Comparative or Superlative

	Many animals are interesting, but I believe cats are the most interesting of all.
	Superlative

	Domestic cats are some of the tamest in the cat family.
	

	A lynx is one of the smallest wildcats, but it is still wilder than a domestic cat.
	

	A male lion is the largest and strongest wildcat, but the leopard can run much faster.
	

	The cheetah is the fastest runner of all the cats. 
	


Grammar – Common and Proper Adjectives
· Proper adjectives are when a word is formed from a proper noun and describes a noun. It is capitalized like a proper noun. 
· Common adjectives are adjectives that are not derived from proper nouns. Common adjectives are not capitalized.

· Circle the common and proper adjectives below, and identify their type.

	Sentence
	Common or Proper

	We learned about poetry in English class.
	

	“Hola” is a common Spanish word.
	

	Antigua is a beautiful island.
	

	We read Greek tragedies in history class.
	

	I can’t wait to eat Thanksgiving turkey.
	


Grammar – Capitalization: Overview

· Words that are capitalized include:
· Proper nouns/proper adjectives

· Names of people

· Titles used with names

· Words used as names

· Organizations

· Days, months, holidays

· Religions, nationalities, languages

· Titles

· Historical information

· Abbreviations

· First words

· Greetings and closings of letters

· Names of places and things
